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CENTRAL TO DERIDDER - CENTERED IN CHRIST 

ONE COLUMN WIDE  

(BUT NOT TOO DEEP!) 
 

Dear Church Friends, 
 

July makes us think of the great land in 

which we are privileged to live and the freedom 

we have.  I have always been a fan of our na-

tion’s anthem, ―The Star-Spangled Banner.‖ I 

am intrigued by the fact that the first verse is 

actually a couple of questions.  The last one asks 

if the flag is still waving over our land of brave 

and free persons.  I’ve wondered why we don’t 

shout, ―YES!‖, when we sing it at sporting 

events.  I’ve done that before and people just 

look at you in a kind of weird way. 

 But the fourth verse!  Now that’s the 

one I really like!  Here Francis Scott Key lets his 

faith really show.  It talks about our nation being 

a heaven-rescued land!  It tells about praising 

the Power (God) that has not only made us but 

preserved us!  It says that our motto should al-

ways be In God is our trust!  I’ve included the 

fourth verse for your consideration this month.   
 

O! thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand 

Between their loved home and the war's desolation! 

Blest with victory and peace, may the heav'n res-

cued land 

Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a 

nation. 

Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just, 

And this be our motto: "In God is our trust." 

And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave 

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 
 

Praise the Power that makes us and 

preserves us as a nation! 
 

Peace and faith, 

Pastor Mike 
 
The pastor is available for counseling and 
home visitation when requested, as well as 
hospital visits, when informed. 

 

JULY 
TEXTS, TITLES & THEMES 

 

July 4, 2010 Galatians 5:1, 13-25 NRSV 
―The App of Christian Freedom‖  
6th Sunday after Pentecost 
Paul recognized that the freedom the grace 
of God in Christ brings to the believer can 
be misconstrued and misused, with all 
kinds of horrible consequences.  Real free-
dom through Christ does not tear down 
others, but builds them up.  It does not 
enslave others to us, but leads us to be 
servants to them.  A nation that lives by 
the works of the flesh will deteriorate; a 
nation that lives by the fruits of the Spirit 
will ameliorate and also be a beacon to the 
nations. 
 

July 11, Luke 10:25-37 NLT  
―The App of Being A Neighbor‖ 
7th Sunday after Pentecost  
Just think: If the lawyer had not wanted to 
―justify his actions‖ (Eugene Peterson 
says he was ―looking for a loophole!‖), we 
would not have the parable of the Good 
Samaritan, for that was the reason Jesus 
told this great parable love reaching be-
yond the boundaries of race, nationality, 
and religion.  There are lots of other 
boundaries that keep us from being 
neighbors to… well, our neighbors, as 
well as others with whom we come into 
contact.  We may see them on a daily ba-
sis.  We may come across them only once 
in a random fashion, like the Jewish fel-
low on the way to Jericho.  Whoever it is 
and whatever their need, we are to forget 
the ―barriers‖ and reach out to them with 
compassion and love.  Being a Christian 
neighbor is an essential app! 
 

July 18, Luke 10:38-42  
―The App of Christian Devotion‖ 
8th Sunday after Pentecost 
It seems to me that Martha was a Type-A, 
task-oriented personality.‖  (I hope it was-
n’t driven by anger, although I seem to 
detect a little of it.  Those folks are also 
heart attack prone, according to Dr. Red-
ford Williams of Duke!)  Let’s defend 
Martha a little bit (could her last name 
have been Stewart?); she wanted to be the 
perfect host to Jesus and the disciples, and 
it wasn’t helping her reach that goal with 
her sister Mary sitting in devotion at Je-
sus’ feet.  However, when she brought her 
little concern to Jesus’ attention, she found 
out that the Lord was siding with her sis-
ter!  (Take that, Type A folks!)  Jesus re-
minded Martha and all of us that we need 
to give devotion to Christ and His teach-
ings.  It’s a necessary app of the Gospel! 
 

July 25, 9th Sunday after Pentecost   
Mr. Jason Korner will preach. 
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JULY MEETINGS 
  

Women’s Prayer Breakfast 
Thursday, July 1, 8:30am 
in the Conference Room 

 

Finance Meeting 
Thursday, July 8, 5:00pm 

in the Choir Room 
 

Lay Leadership Committee 
Sunday, July 11, 3:00pm 

in the LLL Classroom 
 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
Monday, July 12, 7:00am 
in the Conference Room 

 

SPRC 
Monday, July 12, 6:00pm 
in the Conference Room 

 

Trustees Meeting 
Thursday, July 15, 5:00pm 

in the LLL Classroom 
 

MCLC Board Meeting 
Monday, July 19, 12:00pm 

At Zachary’s 

 

GOD BLESS  

AMERICA! 

             JOINT SERVICES 

Please remember that there will be joint 
services on the first Sundays of July, 
August, and September.  Each one will 
begin at ten o’clock.  Sunday school will 
be at nine o’clock. 
 

PRAYER BREAKFASTS  

The Ladies Prayer Breakfast will be held 
on Thursday, July 1st, at 8:30 a.m. The 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast will be on Mon-
day, July 12th, at 7:00 a.m.  Each will be 
held in the Conference Room and will 
feature a wonderful meal by Mr. Gary 
Crowe and team.  All are invited! 



CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
Tuesday, June 22, 2010 

 

Attendees: Rev. Mike McLaurin, John 
Marcello, Dianne Penney, Mark Allen, Nor-
dahl Schroeder, Bob Allen, Jo Blankenship, 
Vic Perry, Barbara Haynes, Pam Godair, 
Linda Labue, Frances Cole, John Morrow, 
Lurline Duplechain, Jane Rathburn, Susan 
Hill 
 

Chairman John Marcello called the meeting to 
order and officially welcomed the McLaurins 
back for another year (Pastor Mike’s 36th year 
of ordained ministry).  Pastor Mike opened 
the meeting with a devotional and prayer.  
The April minutes were approved as corrected 
to reflect Charlotte White (instead of Cath-
erine White) as a member of the task force to 
develop MLC guidelines. 
 

Ministry Reports: 
MLC Board will meet again in July. 
Children & Youth:  Pastor Mike reported: 
--the youth are having a great time on their 
mission trip to Nashville.  They have visited a 
nursing home and worked in a soup line. 
--the sexuality retreat was greatly received by 
both the people within our church and those 
outside of our church. 
--VBS was extremely successful last week, 
thanks to the hard work of many people. 
Education:  Pastor Mike reported: 
--For the most part, the children are now in 
this building and junior and senior high have 
moved to the Youth Building. 
--Wednesday night events will resume the 
Wednesday following Labor Day. 
Evangelism:  Pastor Mike announced that: 
--the John 3:16 car wash will be rescheduled 
in the fall.  He hopes more members will get 
involved. 
--the doorstep prayer team will also continue 
in the fall.  Its one outing was well received. 
Missions:  Susan reported: 
--the committee has discussed a cycling min-
istry for cyclists who travel Highway 190. 
--we sold Fair Trade coffee at the bazaar last 
year, which went over very well.  We plan to 
do it again soon with the proceeds going to 
the Children’s Home in Sulphur. 
--two Noisy Offerings are being designated 
for St. Paul’s Church in Liberia. 
--we also plan to help Emily Mistrzak with 
her counseling at Mountaintop. 
--when the Conference opens up ­­
unspecialized mission trips to Haiti, we hope 
to sponsor someone.  If you know of anyone 
interested, please have them get in touch with 
us. 
--Pastor Mike announced a mission trip to 
Cuba the first week in July, which is being led 
by the pastor of the Pineville FUMC.  The 
cost is $2200. 
--In response to John’s inquiry about Saman-
tha Hill’s preparations for ―Up With People,‖ 
Susan said that after four weeks of training in 
Denver and Arizona, she will be on the road 
for six months with the group. 
Worship:  Pastor Mike reminded the council 
that we will have joint services on the first 
Sunday of July, August and September.  In 
August, communion will be the second Sun-
day. 
UMM:  Bob stated the men are taking on 
summer break.  The Men’s Prayer Breakfasts 
are on the second Monday through the sum-
mer. 
Administrative Reports: 
Finance:  Pam distributed minutes of the last 
Finance meeting and financial reports.  Linda 
reported that collections are down considera-
bly.  In both May and June, someone paid 
their year’s pledge in full, which helped im-
mensely; but we are spending and paying bills 
from earlier years’ revenue.  In May, General 
Fund collections were $184,853.16 while 
expenses were $216,749.45, a $31,896.29 
shortfall.  John suggested a notice be pub-
lished in the newsletter reminding members to 
keep pledges current.  Frances moved that the 
Finance report be accepted; Mark seconded; 
motion carried. 

July Birthdays 
 

 July 1 Ted Milner 
 July 3 LeRoy Ades 
 July 5 Sarah Bloom 
  Barbara Haynes 
 July 6 Mike Clanton 
 July 7 Norman Cooley 
 July 9 Derek Nothnagel 
 July 10   Kelley Allen 
 July 11 Dutch Crowe 
  Angie Thorne 
 July 12 Earline Lee 
 July 15 Janice Loupe 
 July 16 David Blankenship 
  Elizabeth Vincent 
 July 18 Corinne O’Neill 
  Emily Chapman 
 July 20 Janna Mistrzak 
  Lilly Smith 
  Remington Trammell 
 July 23 Gary Godair   
 July 25 Sam Jones 
 July 27 Freddie Luther 
  Megan Hibbetts 
 July 29 W. E. Kilman 
  Sally Gillard 

       David Jones, Jr.  
 

July Anniversaries 
 

 July 5 Jason & Ashley Korner 
 July 7 Bill & Cathy Lockwood 
 July 11 Frank & Mary Chapman 
 July 14 Ray & Tammi Henderson 
  Tim & DiAnne Kindler 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Thank you to everyone who helped in making 

this year’s Vacation Bible School a huge success!  

Because of your efforts, seventy-five children 

spent a fun-filled week exploring the Bible and 

our universe.  Without our volunteers, this adven-

ture would not have been possible.  Thank you to 

all who willingly gave of your time and talent! 
 

YOUTH NEWS 
 This month we would like to offer many thanks 

to those who helped make our Mission Trip a 

reality.  Thank you to our members who assisted 

in our fundraising efforts, thank you to the par-

ents of our youth for supporting them in their 

journey, thank you to our mission prayer partners, 

and thank you to the church at large for praying 

for our youth during their time of ministry.  We 

are looking forward to sharing our experience 

with the congregation when we return from Nash-

ville!  
 

AARP DRIVER SAFETY PROGRAM 

The AARP Driver Safety Program will be held at 

the Beauregard Sheriff’s Department Training 

Center located on Bolivar Bishop Drive on Satur-

day, July 10th, from 8 AM to 1 PM.  Those attend-

ing may receive a discount on their auto insur-

ance.  The cost is $12 for AARP members and 

$14 for non-members.  The class size is limited, 

so call Beauregard Council on Aging at 463-6578 

for registration. 
 

CHONDA PIERCE IN CONCERT  

IN LAKE CHARLES 

We have a great chance to hear acclaimed Chris-

tian comedienne Chonda Pierce while helping the 

Samaritan Counseling Center at the same time!  

Chonda (www.chonda.org) will be appearing on 

behalf of Samaritan at Christian World Ministries 

in Lake Charles on Friday, August 6th, at 7 PM.  

Tickets are only $10 each!  If you would like to 

go as a group with 1st UMC, please call Pastor 

Mike and let him know. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED JULY 5TH 

The church office will be closed on Monday, July 

5th, in honor of the Independence Day holiday. 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
CONTINUED… 

 

Trustees: 
   Vic reported that bids are being pre-
pared for the roofing of all buildings 
except the gym (where a wider cap will 
be installed).  Hopefully, the bid pack-
ages will be ready the first week of July 
with a week allowed for bid submis-
sions and a contract awarded the third 
week of July.  If all goes well, we could 
have new roofs by the end of the sum-
mer. 
   The next step will be interior work.  
We have contracted with Horizons for 
our capital campaign, which we plan to 
kick off in September.  Pastor Mike 
will be getting info more strategic plan-
ning with the company in the next cou-
ple of weeks.  John moved the Trustees 
report be accepted; Bob seconded; mo-
tion passed. 
Lay Leadership:  Pastor Mike stated 
that the committee will meet on Sun-
day, July 11, getting ready for Charge 
Conference and filling a couple of va-
cancies (Council Vice President and Co
-Education Director).  Barbara asked 
that if anyone is aware of a particular 
person who is willing or gifted to serve 
on a certain committee to please inform 
a Lay Leadership committee member, 
Pastor Mike or herself. 
Lay Leader:  Barbara reported that she, 
Pastor Mike, LuAn, and Jason repre-
sented the church at Annual Confer-
ence (she gave her formal report at 
worship services last Sunday).  She 
also thanked John again for the beauti-
ful wooden cross he made, which will 
hang in the Wesley Center. 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Mike told the 
council that the fog that has engulfed 
him since Andy’s death is beginning to 
lift and that he is trying hard to get 
focused.  He asked for help and under-
standing as he works his way through 
the grief process and expressed his 
deep appreciation for the church’s sup-
port.  John assured him that the church 
is standing by him. 
Old Business: 
John thanked everyone who served on 
the MLC task force; their hard work 
was evident in the product they devel-
oped.  Barbara said the group consisted 
of former and current board members, 
Finance members, and other interested 
people.  They visited other churches, 
reviewed other child care center guide-
lines and searched the web.  Their goal 
was to give the MLC clearer direction 
and the church the ability to bolster our 
support.  After the council had time to 
review the draft General Operating 
Guidelines for the Methodist Chil-
dren’s Learning Center – June 2010, 
Barbara moved that this policy be 
adopted.  Pastor Mike seconded, and a 
brief discussion followed concerning 
the center’s  accountability to and inter-
action with various church committees 
(Trustees, Finance, SPR, and the 
Church Council).  Motion carried.  
New Business: 
--Mark informed the council that he 
and Kelley will be attending a confer-
ence in Alexandria in July—Kelley in 
Youth Music and he in Media. 
--Pastor Mike announced a ―Rethinking 
Christian Education‖ meeting in Alex-
andria on Saturday, December 4, and 
our ―Transforming Church Louisiana‖ 
retreat here on 
 July 9-10 (6-9 p.m. on the 9th and 9-12 
noon on the 10th) 
 

Respectfully Submitted -  
Dianne Penney 

http://www.chonda.org


 

JULY 2010 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

Every  
Sunday 
 

Worship  
8:40 & 11 am 
 

Sunday School  
9:45 am 
 

Jr. High UMYF 
6:00pm 

 

Sr. High UMYF 
6:45pm 

Every  
Monday 
 

6:00pm  
Cub Scouts 
 

6:30pm  
Boy Scouts 
 

7:00pm  
Community  
Basketball 

 
 
 

Every  
Wednesday 
 

12:00pm 
Prayer Shawl  
 

Wolf Scouts 
meet every 
Friday @ 
6p.m. in the 
Wesleyan 
Classroom 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 
8:30am 
Women’s 

Prayer  
Breakfast 

 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
10:00am 

Joint Service 
 

Communion 
 

Bring canned 
meat for  

Godôs Food Box 
today. 

 
 

5 
Church 
Office 
Closed 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

6 
9:00am 

Bible Study 
 

1:30pm 
Bible Study 

 
6:00pm 

Worship Team 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 8 
5:00pm 
Finance  
Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 9 
6:00pm 

TCL Retreat 

 
 

10 
9:00am 

TCL Retreat 

11 
3:00pm 

Lay Leadership 
Meeting 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

12 
7:00am 

Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

 
6:00pm 
SPRC 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

13 
9:00am 

Bible Study 
 

1:30pm 
Bible Study 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 

7:00pm 
Chancel Choir 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

15 

9:00am 
Staff Meeting 

 
5:00pm 

Trustees  
Meeting 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

16 
 

17 
 
 
 

18 

Noisy  
Offering  
& FUMC  
Shirt Day  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

19 
12:00pm 

MCLC Board 
Meeting 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

20 
9:00am 

Bible Study 
 

1:30pm 
Bible Study 

 

6:00pm 
Worship Team 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

21 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

23 
 

 

 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 
 

 

 

27 
9:00am 

Bible Study 
 

1:30pm 
Bible Study 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
7:00pm 

Chancel Choir 

 
 

29 
 

 
 

30 31 
 

 
 



First United Methodist Church                         

406 West Shirley Street                                     

DeRidder, LA 70634                                          

337-463-4491  FAX 337-463-9971    

Non-Profit      

Organization    

Postage Paid    

Permit #53

Sharing the Compassion of Christ Through Our Giving 

Projected General Fund Budget for 2010                                                                      $505,745.00  

Monthly Need                                                                                                                   $  42,145.42 

Money Received for May 1, 2010 – May 31, 2010             $  43,998.16 

  
                                           5/02/10            Pledged Gifts                               $    9,913.00 

                         Loose Plate                       $         92.75 

                                   Other $           5.00 

 Sunday School $           1.00 

 Total                                 $  10,011.75 

    5/09/10            Pledged Gifts                     $    7,455.00 

                 Loose Plate                       $       107.50 

 Other $           3.00  

 Total                                  $    7,565.50            

   5/16/10             Pledged Gifts                     $  16,386.00 

                          Loose Plate                      $       239.45 

 Other $           1.00 

 Other - MLC $    1,000.00 

 Total                                        $  17,626.45  
     5/23/10                        Pledged Gifts                               $     3,605.00 

                 Loose Plate                         $        316.00 

                                                                          Total                                            $     3,981.21 
                              5/30/10 Pledged Gifts $     4,486.00 

 Loose Plate $        327.00 

 Other $              .25 

 Total $     4,813.25 
                                                                                                                                                        

         

 Money Received for May 2010                    $   43,998.16 

General Fund expenses for May 2010      $   33,873.82 

 

Jack Dilks 
John & Danna Morrow 
Bill & Dianne Penney 
LeRoy & Marcia Ades 
 
Casey Wertz 
Kelly & Sam Jones 
Susan & Carl Slover 
 
Judson Shook 
LeRoy & Marcia Ades 
 
Brad Vincent 
Candace and Heidi Vincent 
 
Mynona Nash 
Mr. & Mrs. L.H. Coltharp, Jr. 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Edwina Courtney 
Bill & Dianne Penney 
Bob & Elaine Allen 
Gayle & Kenneth Bailey 
June Brandt 
John & Danna Morrow 
LeRoy & Marcia Ades 
Margaret Dees 
Marietta & Gordon Jenkins 
Gloria & Charles Owen 
Mamie & Macon Rathburn 
Charlie & Brenda Lane 
Marty Smith 
 

Return Service Requested 

Gifts were given in May & June 

 
 

In Memory of  
 

 


