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CENTRAL TO DERIDDER - CENTERED IN CHRIST 

WORDS OF GRACE 
 

LET EVERY HEART  
PREPARE HIM ROOM 

 
 In last Sunday’s drama at worship, we 
saw how everyone was so busy getting gifts 
for other people they forgot to get Jesus any-
thing for His birthday.  Jesus said when you 
do something for “least of the hungry, the 
homeless, the ill—you do it to Him!) Give to 
the Methodist Children’s Home on Dec. 18. 
Decide to give time in Disciple Bible Study on 
Thursday nights (register now) starting in 
January. Volunteer at God’s Food Box by 
talking to Van Allen or Dianne Penney. Com-
mit to attending Sunday School every week. 
 The first verse of Joy to the World 
challenges you and me, “Let every heart pre-
pare Him room.”  When guests come for the 
holidays, we remove clutter from a guestroom.  
We remove furniture out to bring in the 
Christmas tree.  I can think of no better way to 
begin the Advent-Christmas season than to 
make space in my life for the Christ Child.  
      Our lives are already so crammed full 
of stuff  we sometimes don’t make room for 
God.  Then December comes; we move into 
hyper-drive. The idea of sitting down to pray, 
listen to Christmas carols, or read the Bible is 
as unlikely as a white Christmas in DeRidder.    
 So how do we  get rid of spiritual 
clutter? Through repentance Christians get rid 
of the debris that can poison our souls.  Re-
pentance means turning from sin (cynicism, 
hard feelings, worry, bitterness, greed, com-
plaints).  We turn toward God by seeking to 
know and do His will for the world: peace, the 
hungry to be fed, homeless given shelter, un-
employed find work, the sick given health. . .  
We turn worries into prayers. 
           With each Christmas card, send a 
prayer for that person. With each gift you 
make or buy, ask yourself what spiritual need 
does this person  have?  Ask yourself how you 
can be used by God to help with that.   
  Many people wonder if there is room 
in the church for them.  That’s right. They 
want to go to church but aren’t sure they 
would be welcome.  So prepare room for 
Christ by praying to ask God who you could 
invite to one or more of these celebrations:    
    -Hanging of the Greens Dec. 4  at 5 pm 
    -Celebration of Carols by the Choir  &       
      children Dec. 11 at 5 pm 
    -Christmas Caroling to shut-ins Dec. 18  
      at 4 pm     
    -Christmas Eve Worship Dec. 24 at 5 pm  
    -Christmas Day Worship at 10 am  
     (one combined worship),  
      no Sunday School. 
Give the best gift of all to your family 
friends; offer them Jesus’ invitation to wor-
ship Him at His house. 
 
Cordially, 
Wayne Evans 

DECEMBER 
TITLES, TEXTS AND THEMES 

 

December 4 

Isaiah 40: 1-8 & Mark 1: 1-8   

How can we remove the blinders to see 

what God is doing among us?   

70 Years After Pearl Harbor: What Do 

We Do? 

December 11 

Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11,   

1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24  

Can we do anything to fix the immense 

problems the world has?   

The Paradigm Shift Called Christmas 

December 18 

Luke 1: 26-38  

Are you expecting anything different 

this Christmas?   

Are You Pregnant with God? 

December 24 Christmas Eve 5 pm  

Luke 2: 1-7  

If Jesus had not been born, how differ-

ent would your life be?   

The Difference Christmas Makes 

December 25 Joint Worship 10 am   

Luke 2: 8-20   

If angels appeared to you, what would 

you do?      

The Angels’ Song 
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DECEMBER MEETINGS 
  

Women’s Prayer Breakfast 
Thursday, December 1, 8:30 am 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Mission Committee 
Thursday, December 1, 5:00 pm 

Choir Room 
 

Worship Committee 
Thursday, December 1, 6:00 pm 

Choir Room 
 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
Monday, December 5, 7:00 am 

Conference Room 
 

Methodist Men Christmas Party 
Tuesday, December 6, 6:30 pm 

Conference Room 
 

Finance Committee 
Thursday, December 8, 5:00 pm 

Choir Room 
 

Board of Trustees 
Thursday, December 15, 5:00 pm 

Choir Room 
 

Rosemary Cady Christmas Party 
Friday, December 16, 6:00 pm 

Conference Room 

The FUMC annual  

Christmas service,  
 

Celebration of  
Carols  

 

will be held on Sunday, December 

11th at 5 PM in the church sanctu-

ary.  This year’s service of lessons 

and carols will be presented by the 

Chancel Choir, children’s choirs, 

and instrumentalists.  The Youth will 

be serving as readers, acolytes, and 

greeters.  Make your plans now to be 

present for this very special service.  

You won’t want to miss it! 

WELCOME 

Welcome to our newest members, Lana 

Baker and Mia Baker, who received the 

sacrament of Holy Baptism on October 

30, 2011.   

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
God blessed Michelle & Brian  
Kohlweiss with a son, Evan Nicholas, 
on Nov. 2! 

javascript:void(0)


A WORD FOR  
CHILDREN—YOUTH  

December is such a fun month for the youth 
group!  We look forward to decorating the 
youth building for Christmas, helping with the 
hanging of the greens, and the Christmas 
party at the home of Aaron and Jill Cooper on 
Dec. 18 at 5:30p.m. 
 Starting in January 2012 I will be 
making a monthly calendar of youth events 
with the explanation of the events and the 
volunteers, food, drivers, etc. that are needed 
for each youth activity.  If you would like a 
copy of this calendar and the explanation of 
events, please let Derek Trout know either by 
p h o n e  a t  3 3 7 -4 6 3 -5 6 9 6  o r  a t 
derekvtrout@gmail.com.    
         

LEARNING CENTER NEWS 
Our famous Thanksgiving Feast is over.  Now 
we're moving into the Christmas season with 
our three and four year olds practicing their 
songs for the Learning Center's Nativity Pro-
gram to be held in the main sanctuary on 
Thursday, December 15th.  We do hope eve-
ryone will save the date and plan to attend at 
11 AM.  In keeping with the Christmas season 
our thoughts turn to the many blessings we 
have received.  We are so very thankful for all 
our precious children, teachers, aides and 
Pastor Wayne sharing his time with the chil-
dren for chapel on Mondays and Derek read-
ing to the children on Wednesdays.  We wish 
each of you a very blessed Christmas from the 
Learning Center. 
 

WESLEY RENT-A-STUDENT 
Wesley Foundation’s Rent-A-Student II is 
Dec. 14th.  Contact “Rikho” @ 337-764-5507.  
Let them know what you need done!  Pro-
ceeds support their mission to Indonesia in 
May.  

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

December 1  Raymond Marcello 
December 4 Mary Alice Wisdom 
  Carol Day 
December 6 Joseph Moore 
  Tristan Carlson 
December 8 Lana Baker 
  Mamie Rathburn 
December 10 Kade Bardin 
  Dorothy Hayes 
  Eleanor M. Jones 
  Pat Hershey 
December 11 Paul Dutcher 
December 12 Bill Penney 
December 13    Allan Hauser 
  Andy Paukert 
December 14 Melanie Marcello 
December 15 Vic Perry 
December 18 Rebecca Kindler 
December 20 Will Hagood 
   Jacob Cobb 
December 21 Carla Smith 
December 25 Jeannette Hicks 
December 26 Belinda Green 
December 29 John Morrow 
December 30  Kenneth Bailey 
December 31 Kody Ingram  
  

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

December 1 Will & Joann Hagood 
December 5 Buddy & Sue Shay 
December 17       Bob & Elaine Allen 
December 19 Billy & Mary Brister 
December 23 Ken & Lennie Hanchey 
December 26  David & Peggy Chisholm 
December 27 Dale & Pat Hershey 
December 28 Ray & Joanna Hauser 
December 30 Norman & Sandra Wertz 
December 31 Bill & Dianne Penney 
  Vic & Nell Perry 
  Scotty & Betty Nease 

CAN THE CHURCH COUNT ON YOU? 
   This congregation  is always here for you, 
no matter what.  Can the church count on you 
to keep our church’s ministries strong for next 
year?   The stewardship campaign “Count 
Your Blessings, Give Thanks”  will be com-
plete when each member and friend of this 
congregation returns an Estimate Giving Card 
indicating your plans for giving in 2012.  Pray 
asking God what He wants you to do, and 
then complete the card and return it to the 
office. If you need a card, please call the of-
fice, and one will be sent to you.  
 

TAX DEADLINE FOR GIFTS    
All gifts to the church to be included in the 
2011 tax year, must be postmarked by Dec. 31 
or delivered by hand to the church  office by 
Dec. 30 by 4p.m.  
 

CHRISTMAS  EVE WORSHIP  
  Christmas Eve Worship  is Saturday Dec. 24 
at 5:00 pm in the sanctuary with  lighting of 
candles by the congregation and Holy Com-
munion.  This is one of the most popular wor-
ship services of the year.   Why not invite 
family and friends to attend with you?   
 

BLESSING OF TOYS 
We will have a "Blessing of the Toys" at wor-
ship on Christmas morning at 10 a.m. wor-
ship.  All children are encouraged to bring one 
non-noise-making, non-scary toy to be blessed 
at the joint worship that day.  This will be 
used to teach the children that all gifts are 
from God and are to be used in ways that 
honor God. 

 

IT’S NOT YOUR  BIRTHDAY 
   The Christmas offering to benefit the Meth-
odist Children’s Home is Dec. 18.  This is 
shared among the children in Sulphur, Ruston, 
and Mandeville as all are now under a single 
board of directors.  
 

METHODIST MEN’S PARTY 
   All men of the congregation,  their guests, 
widows, and widowers are invited to the an-
nual Christmas Party Tues. Dec. 6 at 6:30 pm.    
Bring a guest to enjoy the holiday meal and 
entertainment.  Make a reservation by calling 
the office. 
 

MAKE A MEMORY BY SHARING ONE 
  What will your family do that is totally un-
selfish this Christmas?  A favorite ministry 
many undertake is to go caroling to our shut-
ins. On Dec. 18 we will take the church bus 
and van at 4 pm and share the gift of music 
with those who can no longer come to wor-
ship.  Even if you don’t have a strong singing 
voice your presence will let the shut-ins know 
we did not forget them, and that we do love 
them.  
 

HANG THE IVY AND THE HOLLY 
   What do all the traditions of hanging gar-
lands, ivy, and holly have to do with the birth 
of Jesus?   Is the Christmas tree a pagan cus-
tom?   Discover the Christian origins of  deco-
rations and symbols associated with this sea-
son.  Invite a friend to come with you to  the 
annual Hanging of the Greens in the sanctuary 
on Sunday Dec. 4 at 5 pm.  
 

DISTRICT CELEBRATES AIDS DAY 
   Our pastor, Dr. Wayne Evans, will preach at 
the   Lake Charles District celebration of 
World AIDS Day on Thursday December  1 at 
Warren UMC, 1800 Orchid St., Lake Charles 
at 6:00 p.m.  Treatment of the disease is now 
available for those who can afford it, but there 
is no cure.  God calls us to care for all who 
suffer from any disease, so let us pray for a 
cure to be found, and that our hearts will reach 
out with the compassion of Christ.  
 

BLOOD DRIVE 
   Give a gift no one else can give:  You can 
save a life by donating blood at the Life Share 
Blood Drive Sun. Dec. 18 form 9 am to 1 pm 
in the gym. 

JOINT CHARGE CONFERENCE 
Sunday, November 6, 2011 

 

ATTENDEES: Dr. Steven Spurlock, 
District Superintendent  FUMC: Rev. 
Wayne Evans, Dianne Penney, Richard 
Maattala, Sam Jones, Bob Allen, Elaine 
Bremer, Earline Lee, Julie Porter, Chris 
Godair, Derek Trout, Linda Labue, 
Brenda Jones, James Evans, Julie Rob-
inson, Angela Mudd, Stuart Kay, Judy 
Kay, Elizabeth Smith, Barbara Haynes, 
Marty Smith, Renee Evans, Nell Perry, 
Victor Perry  MUMC: J.C. Skinner, 
Mance Stark, Linda Stark, James 
Eaves, Mary Norris, Amy Harwood, 
Tom Harwood, Ellen Lytle Bowles, 
Amber Jytler 
  

 Rev. Evans welcomed every-
one to the Joint Charge Conference of 
the Merryville United Methodist 
Church and the DeRidder First United 
Methodist Church.  Linda Labue led 
the conference in son, and Dr. Spurlock 
opened with prayer. 

 Before sharing a devotional, 
Dr. Spurlock explained that Methodism 
appears to be dying.  We have been 
convinced that our role was to make 
members of our churches so they 
would bring in more money.  This mis-
conception of mission is now being 
corrected.  Our role is to make disci-
ples.  We have lost sight of what we are 
supposed to do.  We now must think 
about what it takes to make disciples in 
the place of bringing in members.  
With this change of focus, Dr. Spurlock 
used Jesus’ words in Mark 4 as the 
basis of his devotional in which he 
compared the kingdom of heaven to a 
mustard seed, small and full of po-
tency.  All of us are like a mustard 
seed.  When we open ourselves up and 
make ourselves available to God, we 
can change the world as disciples of 
Jesus Christ.  We should be willing to 
be the mustard seed; there lies our 
strength.  Jesus didn’t talk about the big 
things; he talked about the little things 
in God’s kingdom. 

 The conference renewed cer-
tified lay speaker status for Renee Ev-
ans.  Barbara Haynes, Lay Leader, pre-
sented the FUMC plan for mission: 
Mission Field: Families with children 
and youth, Korean United Methodist 
Church, Leesville 
Mission Goals: Assimilate 5 new fami-
lies with children and youth.  Establish 
prayer partners among adults and 
younger people.  Teach English as a 
second language classes to Korean 
spouses.  Teach children Sunday school 
at Korean UMC. 
Barbara then summarized FUMC’s 
Transforming Church process which 
began in 2009.  Our mission is To 
Serve and Grow in Christ, and our pur-
pose is To Open Doors for Serving and 
Growing in Christ. 

 Amy Harwood, Chairperson 
of the Outreach Committee and 
MUMC presented their goals. 

 Dr. Spurlock cited DeRidder 
Wesley Church as an example of a 
church in mission.  This summer they 
chose to provide lunches for the chil-
dren of their lower income neighbor-
hood three days a week.  It was such a 
success that they plan to combine ef-
forts with Squyres next summer and 
extend the mission to include Vacation 
Bible School.  Dr. Spurlock stated that 
every church can find something it can 
do—one good strong thing it can do—
and out of that can come other good 
things. 

 Dr. Spurlock recognized Rev. 
James Evans (Ret), and Rev. Wayne 
Evans introduced Derek Trout as 
FUMC Director of Children and Youth 
Ministries.  Rev. Skinner will retire in 
December at the age of 85. Dr. 
Spurlock closed with prayer. 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Dianne Penney 

mailto:derekvtrout@gmail.com
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

Every  
Sunday 
 

Worship  
8:40 & 11 am 
 

Sunday School  
9:45 am 
 

Jr. High Youth 
5:00pm 
 

Sr. High Youth 
6:15pm 

 

Every  
Monday 
Exercise 
11:30 & 12:30 
 

Every  
Wednesday 

12:00pm 
Prayer Shawl 
 

Exercise 
11:30 & 12:30  

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

1 
8:30am 
Womenôs 

Prayer   
Breakfast 

 

5:00pm 
Mission 

 Committee 
 

World AIDS 
Day 

Worship @  
Warren UMC 
Lake Charles 

 

2 
6:00pm 
Bears &  
Webelos 

 

3 
 

5 

Communion 
 

Bring canned 
meat for  

Godôs Food Box 
today. 

 

5:00pm 
Hanging of the 

Greens 
 
 
 

5 

7:00am 
Menôs Prayer 

Breakfast 
 

9:30am 
Childrenôs 

Chapel 
 

6:30pm 
Boy Scouts 

 

7:00pm 
Chancel 

Choir 

6 
9:00am 

Bible Study 
 

6:30pm 
Methodist 
Menôs  

Christmas 
Party 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

7 
4:30pm 

Worship Team 
 

7:00pm 
Chancel Choir 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 8 
5:00pm 
Finance  

Committee 
 

6:00pm 
Worship 

Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
 

10 
10:00 am 

Chancel Choir 
Dress Rehearsal 

11 

5:00pm 
Celebration of 

Carols 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

12 

9:30am 
Childrenôs 

Chapel 
 

6:30pm 
Boy Scouts 

 
 
 

 
 

13 
9:00am 

Staff Meeting 
 

9:00am 
Bible Study 

 
10:00am 

Mary Martha 
Circle 

 
 

 
 

14 
4:30pm 

Worship Team 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

15 
5:00pm 

Board of 
Trustees  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
6:00pm 

Rosemary Cady 
Christmas Party 

 
6:00pm 
Bears &  
Webelos 

 
 

 

17 
 

18 
Noisy  

Offering  
& FUMC  
Shirt Day  

 

4:00pm 
Christmas  
Caroling 

 
5:30pm 
Youth  

Christmas Party 
 

19 
9:30am 
Childrenôs 

Chapel 
 

6:30pm 
Boy Scouts 

 
 
  
 
 

20 
9:00am 

Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

21 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

23 

Church Office 
Closes @  
12 Noon 

24 
5:00pm 

Christmas Eve 
Candle Light 
Worship with  

Holy Communion  

25 
Merry  

Christmas! 
 

10:00am 
Joint Worship 
& Blessing of 

Toys 
 

No Sunday 
School 

 

 

26 
Church Office 

Closed 

27 
Church Office 

Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

28 
 

29 30 
Office closes at 

4:00 pm 
Last day to  
deliver 2011 
financial gifts  
to the office 

 

 
 
 

 
 

31 
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First United Methodist Church                         
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Non-Profit      

Organization    
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Sharing the Compassion of Christ Through Our Giving 
Projected General Fund Budget for 2011                                                                      $510,148.00 

Monthly Need                                                                                                                   $  42,512.34 

Money Received for October 1, 2011 – October 31, 2011          $  36,395.42 
  
                                                       Pledged Gifts                               $   34,349.00 
                         Loose Plate                       $        952.75 
 Other-MLC $     1,000.00 
 Other-Building Rentals $          83.00 
 Other $          10.67 
 Total                                 $   36,395.42 

                                                                       
 Money Received for October 2011                   $    36,395.42 
General Fund expenses for October 2011     $    38,015.97 
 

 

All of the Saints   Tom Russell 
Barbara Haynes   Linda & Vincent Labue 
 
Roland Bremer   John Williams 
Elaine Bremer   Linda & Vincent Labue 
 
Lad Belehrad   Madeleine Thompson  
Ken & Lennie Hanchey  Linda & Vincent Labue 
 
Louise Fletcher 
Linda & Vincent Labue 
 
Logan Shelton 
Linda & Vincent Labue 
 
Glenn Thomas Epperson 
Linda & Vincent Labue     
      

Gasper Martinez  

LeRoy & Marcia Ades 
Linda & Vincent Labue 
 
Ralph Cooper 
Dianne & Billy Penney 
 
Marie Bennett 
Ken & Lennie Hanchey 
Linda & Vincent Labue 
 
Leslea Maattala 
Linda & Vincent Labue 
 
Tom Smith 
Linda & Vincent Labue 
 
Evelyn Clanton Roberts 
Linda & Vincent Labue 

Return Service Requested 

 
 
 

Gifts were given in November 
          

In Memory of  
 


